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GREITENS RESIGNS 


The governor's resignation will take effect 5 p.m. Friday, when Mike Parson will take over the state's top post 
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ROBERT COHEN/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP 


Missouri Gov. Eric Greitens announces his resignation Tuesday in the governor’s office in Jefferson City. Greitens resigned amid a widening investigation that arose from an affair with his former hairdresser. He said his resignation 


would take effect Friday. 


One-time rising star 
clings to innocence 


BY KATHRYN PALMER 
news@columbiamissourian.com 


JEFFERSON CITY — Missou- 
ri Gov. Eric Greitens’ once mete- 
oric political rise crashed Tues- 
day evening at the state Capitol 
as he announced his resignation. 

“This ordeal has been designed 
to cause an incredible amount 
of strain,” said the 44-year-old 
Rhodes Scholar with a degree in 
ethics. Standing alone, his voice 
cracked as he addressed Missou- 
rians from the office he’s set to 
vacate at 5 p.m. Friday. 

Greitens will be succeeded Fri- 
day by Lt. Gov. Mike Parson, who 
is also a Republican. “It is clear 
that for the forces that oppose us, 
there is no end in sight,” Greitens 
said. “I cannot allow those forces 
to continue to cause pain and dif- 
ficulty to the people I love.” 

Those “forces” include the St. 
Louis Circuit Attorney’s Office 
and the House special committee 
investigating the governor. 

Greitens’ resignation comes 
after four months of scandal that 
consumed Missouri’s political 
landscape. In January, Greitens 
admitted to having an extra-mar- 
ital relationship, but refused to 
comment on the woman’s alle- 
gations that he took a partially 
nude photograph of her, bound 
and handcuffed in his basement, 
as blackmail. 

However, those accusations led 


a grand jury to indict Greit- 
ens on a now-dropped felony 
invasion-of-privacy charge in 
February. In the wake of those 
charges, calls for his resigna- 
tion began trickling in from 
members of Missouri General 
Assembly. 

Soon after news of the crim- 
inal charges broke, the House 
Investigative Committee on 
Oversight started looking into 
those allegations as well as 
Greitens’ possible unlawful use 
of a nonprofit donor list for cam- 
paign fundraising. The St. Louis 
Circuit Attorney’s office also has 
charged Greitens with felony 
tampering with computer data 
in relation to those claims. That 
charge still stands. 

The governor repeatedly has 
dismissed both the circuit attor- 
ney and the legislature’s inves- 
tigations as a “political witch 
hunt.” In his final speech as Mis- 
souri’s governor, he maintained 
his innocence. 

“T know, and the people of good 
faith know, that I am not perfect, 
but I have not broken any laws or 
committed any offense worthy of 
this treatment,” Greitens said. 

The grip of the investigation 
tightened around Greitens after 
the House announced it had 
subpoenaed him to testify next 
week. 


Please see GREITENS, page 4A 


“Tt’s clear that for the 
forces that oppose us 
there is no end in sight. 
I cannot allow those 
forces to continue 
to cause pain and 
difficulty to the people 


“The brief and deeply 


case study for why 

Missourv’s highest 
elected office is no 
place for beginners” 


REP. GAIL MCCANN BEATTY 


See Page 4A for the full 
transcript of Greitens’ 
resignation speech and 
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more reactions from 
lawmakers 


JENNA KIESER/Missourian 
Lt. Gov. Mike Parson is expected to be sworn in as Governor of the State of 
Missouri on Friday. “Governor Greitens is still the Governor of the State of 
Missouri, and I’m the Lieutenant Governor, and we’re going to function that way 
until Friday,” said Parson in response to the news that Greitens resigned from 
office. 


Missouri's next governor is the 
‘polar opposite of Greitens’ 


BY NOAH HIGGINS-DUNN 
news@columbiamissourian.com 


Missouri’s next governor, Mike 
Parson, has few similarities to 
Gov. Eric Greitens, but he might 
serve as a greater ally for Repub- 
licans in Jefferson City. 

Come Friday at 5 p.m., Parson 
will become Missouri’s 57th gov- 
ernor after Greitens announced 
he would resign Tuesday eve- 
ning amid criminal charges and 
scathing reports by the Missouri 


House’s investigative committee. 
Peverill Squire, political science 
professor at MU, said that while 
Parson isn’t particularly dynam- 
ic, Squire suspects that Republi- 
can officeholders will be happy to 
govern with less drama. 

“Next year’s General Assembly 
will likely have to contend with 
far fewer distractions,” Squire 
wrote in an email. 

Parson said Greitens’ decision 


Please see PARSON, page 4A 


INTERVENING EARLY TO 
HELP MENTAL HEALTH 


With a lack of children’s mental 
health resources available, a local 
organization is working to address 
behavioral problems 
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REPRIEVE FROM HEAT 
Hundreds flocked to Albert 


from the summer sun 
Page 6A 


POOL OPENING BRINGS 


Oakland Family Aquatic Center over 
Memorial Day weekend to cool off 


‘ROSEANNE’ CANCELED 
OVER RACIST TWEET 


The TV show’s star, Roseanne Barr, 
faced backlash when she compared 
a former Obama advisor to a 

character from “Planet of the Apes” 
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